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RECOGNIZING BENEFITS AND IM-

PORTANCE OF SCHOOL-BASED 
MUSIC EDUCATION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 4, 2004 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Con. Res. 380, to ac-
knowledge the great benefits and the impor-
tance of music in our Nation’s schools. 

We know music education helps young 
minds to develop creativity and expression of 
emotions. Studies show that early music train-
ing can enhance a child’s ability to reason and 
think critically, that children exposed to music 
at a young age learn better in other subjects, 
and that children trained in music score signifi-
cantly higher on reading tests than those who 
were not. Unfortunately, these programs are 
being cut from more and more schools with 
the majority of students attending public 
schools in inner city neighborhoods having vir-
tually no access to music education, which 
places them at a disadvantage compared to 
their peers in other communities. 

Although studies show the great outcomes 
of having music education, local budget cuts 
are depriving approximately 30,000,000 stu-
dents of an education that includes music. It is 
not only at the local level that is forcing 
schools to abandon music education but the 
lack of federal funding as well. As our schools 
struggle to meet No Child Left Behind guide-
lines without full funding, provide education to 
all students without full funding for IDEA, 
schools are faced with making the decisions to 
cut music, art, after school activities or being 
labeled a failing school. We need to not only 
recognize the benefits and importance of 
music education, but embrace it, realize the 
need for it and other art education programs 
in all of our nation’s schools and most impor-
tantly save music education from becoming 
extinct. Without music education so many of 
our great musicians that we admire today— 
would be doing something else. But the school 
music program was there for them and we 
need to have it there for the next generation 
of musicians. 
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COMMENDING DAVID LEESON AND 
CHERYL DIAZ MEYER OF DAL-
LAS MORNING NEWS STAFF, 
WINNERS OF 2004 PULITZER 
PRIZE FOR BREAKING NEWS 
PHOTOGRAPH 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to congratulate two great jour-
nalists, David Leeson and Cheryl Diaz Meyer 
of Dallas Morning News, who were recently 
awarded the 2004 Pulitzer Prize for Breaking 
News Photography. 

We Texans saw blood spill, tears shed and 
conflict unfold in the trenches of Iraq through 
their camera lens. 

Mr. Leeson, who was with the U.S. Army’s 
Third Infantry Division for six weeks, captured 

an image of an Iraqi rolling out of a vehicle 
engulfed in flames, only to be shot by an 
American soldier; Ms. Meyer photographed a 
gripping scene of American troops risking their 
lives to save a wounded civilian. 

The Pulitzer is Leeson’s first. He had been 
a Pulitzer finalist three other times. The Iraq 
war is the 11th major conflict Leeson has cov-
ered. He has also produced work on the 
apartheid in South Africa, a portion of the Gulf 
War and flooding in Southeast Texas. 

It was the first Pulitzer for Ms. Meyer also, 
a News photographer since 2000. In late 
2001, she traveled to Afghanistan to photo-
graph the war on terrorism and its effects to 
topple the oppressive Taliban regime. She has 
received numerous awards for her body of 
work there including the John Faber Award 
from the Overseas Press Club. In April 2002, 
Ms. Meyer traveled to the Philippines and In-
donesia where she photographed Muslim and 
Christian extremism and the violence caused 
by religious hatred. 

Mr. Speaker, I also congratulate the Dallas 
Morning News’ entire staff for their seventh 
Pulitzer. 

Mr. Leeson and Ms. Meyer, I commend you 
for this great accomplishment. Keep capturing 
those shots because they are worth a thou-
sand words. 
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IN MEMORY OF CAPTAIN ARTHUR 
L. FELDER 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Captain Arthur L. Felder of Lewisville, 
AR, who died on April 24, 2004, fighting for 
his country in Taji, Iraq. Arthur ‘‘Bo’’ Felder, 
just 36 years old, was one of four soldiers 
killed during an attack on the base camp of 
the Arkansas’s 39th Infantry Brigade. I wish to 
recognize his life and achievements. 

Bo spent nearly two decades serving the 
Army and National Guard. During that time, he 
served in peacekeeping missions in Bosnia 
and Honduras. While not serving our country, 
children were Bo’s passion, and he spent 
much of life involved with youth. He worked at 
Step One Alternative school in Little Rock, a 
school for kids with legal troubles, and served 
as a youth director at St. Luke Missionary 
Baptist Church in North Little Rock. 

I am deeply saddened by the tragic loss of 
soldiers from Arkansas’s 39th Brigade, who 
died while supporting Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. These brave Americans lost their lives 
while making the ultimate sacrifice to serve 
our country, and I will be forever grateful to 
them for their courageous spirit. 

Bo gave his life to serve our country and will 
forever be remembered as a hero, a son, and 
a father. My deepest condolences go out to 
his son Jaelun, eight years old, his daughter 
Amari, four years old, his mother, Dr. Cheryl 
Stuart, his brothers, Robert Stuart and Littrelle 
Felder, and two sisters, Gwendolyn Gingery 
and Kelana Greer. I know Bo was proud of his 
service to the U.S. Army and to our country. 
He will be missed by his family, fellow sol-
diers, and all those who knew him and count-
ed him as a friend. I will continue to keep Bo 
and his family in my thoughts and prayers. 

RECOGNITION OF MR. ANDREW 
JACKSON HIGGINS 

HON. TOM OSBORNE 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the accomplishments of Mr. Andrew 
Jackson Higgins whom President Eisenhower 
once said is ‘‘The man who won the war for 
us’’, referring to his development and produc-
tion of Patrol Torpedo (PT) boats that landed 
on the shores of many beaches during World 
War II. 

Andrew Jackson Higgins was born on Au-
gust 28, 1886, in Columbus, Nebraska, to 
John Gonigle and Anna Long (O’Conner) Hig-
gins. His innovative mind showed itself at an 
early age, and by 12 years old, he was moti-
vated to build his first craft in the basement of 
his home. The shallow water boats that floated 
along the Loup and Platte Rivers during his 
childhood inspired him. 

His passion for boats did not stop in his 
childhood; Mr. Higgins organized Higgins In-
dustries, Inc. in 1930, to build boats for his 
lumber business. He began designing boats 
because of navigation problems he encoun-
tered involving the moving of logs in shallow 
waterways. The structure of these shallow 
boats eventually led to the development of the 
PT boats and their capability to travel in shal-
low water. 

He also created PT boats, which were also 
known as Higgins Boats. Higgins Boats, con-
structed of wood and steel, transported fully- 
armed troops, light tanks, field artillery, and 
other mechanized equipment essential to Al-
lied versatile operations including the decisive 
D-Day attack at Normandy, France. He contin-
ued to design boats and eventually engi-
neered over 20,000, including rocket-firing 
landing craft support boats, high-speed boats 
and various types of military landing craft. 

Following the D-Day attack, thousands of 
lesser-known assaults employed Higgins 
Boats, which included landing on the beaches 
of Guadalcanal, Iwo Jima, Tarawa, Okinawa, 
Leyte, and Guam. Mr. Higgins not only spe-
cialized in landing craft such as PT boats, but 
also constructed freight supply ships and air-
borne lifeboats that could be dropped from B– 
17 Bombers. 

The production of Higgins Boats enabled 
Mr. Higgins to establish four major assembly 
plants in New Orleans for mass construction 
of landing craft and other vessels vital to the 
Allied forces’ conduct of World War II. He also 
trained over 30,000 Navy, Marine, and Coast 
Guard personnel on the safe operation of 
landing craft at the Higgins’ Boat Operators 
School. 

Mr. Higgins had another great accomplish-
ment during World War II that established a 
progressive social policy at Higgins Industries 
Inc. He employed a fully integrated assembly 
workforce of black and white men and women. 
His policy was equal pay for equal work, dec-
ades before integration and racial and gender 
equality became the law of our land. 

In 1964, the former President Dwight D. Ei-
senhower said of Andrew Jackson Higgins, 
‘‘He is the man who won the war for us. If Mr. 
Higgins had not developed and produced 
those landing craft, we never could have gone 
in over an open beach. We would have had to 
change the entire strategy of the war.’’ 
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